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Abstract This study deals with the evolving presence of Bohemian fashion as a cultural and aesthetic movement that has
re-emerged in the 21st century with new meanings. It investigates how the Bohemian ethos—rooted in freedom, individuality,
and anti-establishment values—has transformed into a hybrid expression of sustainability, festival culture, and designer
innovation. The motive of this research is to trace the evolution of Bohemian fashion and lifestyle, while identifying how its
historical origins and cultural philosophies have shaped contemporary fashion narratives. Focusing on runway collections,
global brands, and cultural events, the study analyzes how Bohemian aesthetics have been redefined by designers, influencers
and sustainability advocates. First, it explores Bohemian culture and lifestyle, followed by its visual and ideological
development across centuries. It then conducts a content analysis of 25 curated fashion images (2021-2025) selected in
collaboration with fashion professionals. From this, the research identifies key design elements, values, and cultural meanings
that Bohemian fashion continues to embody. Ultimately, this study provides a comprehensive understanding of Bohemian
fashion’s evolution and relevance in the modern era, offering a framework to interpret how historical aesthetics adapt within
global fashion and cultural systems.
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Introduction cultural expression. It continues to shape modern

The Cambridge Dictionary defines Bohemian style as a
casual, unconventional approach to clothing and decor
(Cambridge University Press, n.d.), while the Oxford
Dictionary describes it as a fashion trend that rose in the
early 21st century (Oxford University Press, n.d.). Commonly
known as ‘Boho,’ this style has become a significant trend in
recent decades. Rooted in 19th-century Europe, Bohemianism
originally described artists and intellectuals who defied
societal norms in pursuit of creativity and freedom
(Cunningham, 1998). Since then, the Bohemian ethos has
evolved globally, influencing fashion, lifestyle, and

International Joumnal of Costume and Fashion Vol. 25 No.2 2025

aesthetics—Valentino’s SS25 collection featured Bohemian-
inspired dresses with flounces, lace gloves, and veils, evoking
romance and nostalgia (Gosselin, 2025). Chanel’s FW25 line
blended classic tweed with sheer ruffles and oversized pearls,
infusing traditional silhouettes with a Boho spirit (Jaculewicz,
2025). As fashion continues to cycle through trends, Boho
has once again reemerged—both on runways and in everyday
style.

The ‘Bohemian essence’ embodies a lifestyle and
aesthetic rooted in freedom, creativity, and nonconformity.
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Evolution and Globalization of Bohemian Fashion

Emerging in 19th-century Paris, Bohemianism was defined
by artists and intellectuals who rejected societal norms to
pursue their creative passions, often without financial security
(Carey, 2025). In Murger’s (1851) portrayal, Bohemians
lived with conviction—embracing hardships and choosing
artistic fulfillment over conventional success. His vision
remains influential today: young, often artistic individuals
who defy convention, prioritize creativity, and live on the
margins, where both joy and struggle coexist (Murger,
2023). Ultimately, the Bohemian spirit values travel,
communal living, nature, and self-expression. It reflects a
desire for an unstructured but purposeful life—where
artistic freedom and authentic living are valued above
material wealth.

As Bohemian culture and fashion have become
mainstream in recent decades (Chappell, 2018), there is a
need to understand how the Bohemian essence has been
preserved, adapted, and commercialized in the 21st century.
While many studies have examined Boho-Chic styling and
celebrity influence, there is a lack of research that
diachronically explores the ideological and cultural evolution
of Bohemianism in fashion focusing on the resurgence of
Bohemian fashion. Researcher Wilson (1998), has conducted
a study on Bohemian Dress and the heroism of everyday life,
while Ma (2019) and Kotb (2015), shed light on Bohemian
style clothing and Boho-Chic style utilizing for fashionable
apparel design respectively. Yet, there has been little attempt
to comprehensively examine the essence of Bohemianism,
trace its ideological evolution, and analyze its development
within fashion. Therefore, a study that identifies the design
characteristics and cultural meanings of Bohemian fashion
from a diachronic perspective would represent a meaningful
contribution to the advancement of clothing and textile
studies.

To achieve this purpose, the research explores Bohemian
style as an important artistic movement as a source of a
unique and free-spirited sensibility in contemporary fashion,
highlighting its aesthetic values and elements, while tracing
its historical and cultural roots to understand its role and
influence on mainstream fashion. The research will also
allow us to trace how the essence of Bohemianism has

continued to evolve into the 21* century, particularly in the
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context of culture, lifestyle and fashion, and identify its
influence on contemporary trends. By exploring the
intersection of cultural values, personal identity, and fashion,
this research aims to provide insight into the ongoing
transformation of the Bohemian movement and its relevance
in today’s fast-paced, materialistic world.

The scope and methodology of this research is a
qualitative study that involves a literature review tracing the
historical origins, core principles, and lifestyle of Bohemianism
in the 19th century, as well as its evolution into a cultural and
fashion movement up to the present. It also includes a
content analysis of Bohemian design characteristics and
aesthetic features, with a focus on its global influence in the
21st century—particularly through digital media, sustainability,
and cultural diversity. To support this, web-based research
was conducted using reputable fashion and sustainability
sources such as Vogue (Barsamian, 2015), WWD (Malach,
2024), Marie Claire (Tappan, 2025), and Thredit (2025).
Designers and brands that consistently engage with
Bohemian aesthetics between 2021 and 2025 were selected
based on their participation in major fashion weeks (e.g.,
Paris, New York), use of traditional craftsmanship and
cultural elements, sustainable practices, and media visibility.
Both luxury houses (e.g., Chloé, Anna Sui) and accessible
brands (e.g., Free People, Spell & The Gypsy Collective)
were analyzed to represent the full spectrum of Bohemian
fashion today.

In an age of mass production and algorithm-driven
fashion cycles, the Bohemian essence offers a compelling
counter-narrative rooted in slow fashion, ethical consumption,
and authentic self-expression. Its focus on handmade
craftsmanship, secondhand sourcing, eclectic styling, and a
spiritual connection to clothing aligns with today’s cultural
shift toward sustainability, individuality, and storytelling in
fashion. The resurgence of Bohemian aesthetics in contemporary
design reflects more than a trend—it signals a cultural desire
for meaning, connection, and resistance to uniformity. By
exploring Bohemianism’s nature, design traits, and broader
implications, this study establishes a critical framework for
understanding its evolution and impact on today’s aesthetics,
values, and industry practices. Ultimately, this research

highlights how Bohemian fashion continues to shape
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contemporary narratives around identity, culture, and creative

expression.

Bohemian Way:
Culture and Lifestyle

Origin and Evolution of Bohemians

The term Bohemian originated in the 15th century and
referred to Roma people who were thought to have migrated
from Bohemia, a historical region in the modern-day Czech
Republic (Kendall, 2025). By the 19th century, the term
shiffed from an ethnic label to a cultural metaphor,
popularized through Henri Murger’s 1851 work, Sceénes de la
Vie de Boheme (Murger, 2023) (Fig.1), that was contrary to
traditional bourgeois values, initially associated with the
Romani people in France, were also known as Gypsies
(Fig.2) due to the mistaken belief that they had come from
Egypt. This lifestyle was embraced by a segment of the
Parisian artistic community, which sought to reject societal
norms in favor of a nomadic and joyful existence (Saikrishnaa,
2022). According to Murger (1851), Bohemia is an
apprentice stage in the life of artists. Like all aspects of social
life, Bohemia encompasses several types. The first is the
‘Unknown Bohemian—impoverished artists who remain
unseen, either due to lack of opportunity or ability to enter
the art world. For them, art is more a faith than a profession;
they are devoted dreamers. The second type is the ‘Unusual
Bohemian’, also known as the Amateur. These individuals
are less eccentric; they are drawn to the allure of Bohemian
life but retreat when faced with its hardships. Though
disconnected from art, they enjoy recounting tales of living
as struggling artists or wandering travelers. The third and
truest form is the ‘Real Bohemian’—those genuinely called
to art. They walk a precarious path between poverty and
doubt, yet pursue a road that leads to recognition. These
official Bohemians are publicly acknowledged within artistic
and literary circles. Over time, this typology became emblematic
of artistic and intellectual defiance against societal expectations
(Trilling, 2008). In modern times, the Bohemian lifestyle is
defined by a pursuit of artistic freedom, personal authenticity,
minimalism, and a rejection of materialism (Varley & Barry,
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2025). Today, Boho is popularly seen as an 'exotic' style
trend that continues to captivate contemporary audiences.

There are countless examples of Bohemian way in
different aspects that ranges from New York’s Cafe Bohemia,
an important jazz venue to LaVida Boheme, a Venezuelan
rock band to a Punjabi rapper whose stage name is Bohemia.
During 1800s Europe had been in the rip of tumultuous social
upheaval and there was war throughout and midst that situation
Bohemianism rose as a dissenting reaction challenging social
capitalism that ran parallel to politics, mortality and tastes.
The Bohemian way deeply involved the cafe culture where
people gathered and discussed about their artistic knowledge
or views on social or politic matters. As a response a
journalist at French National Assembly Felix Pyat, explained
Bohemia as “It’s a fashion, all the rage, craze, an epidemic, a
contagious disease, spreading quickly, a scourge worse that
cholera, like an Oriental plague. It is artistism.” While Seigel
describes Bohemia as “a space within which newly liberated
energies were continually thrown up against the barriers
being erected to contain them, where social margins and
frontiers were probed and tested.”

The The Bohemian way represents a distinctive cultural,
lifestyle, and fashion movement that has shaped artistic
expression, social values, and personal identity across centuries.
Originating in the early 19th century as a countercultural
response to societal norms, Bohemianism embraced creativity,
freedom, and nonconformity. This ethos gradually expanded
into lifestyle and fashion, evolving to remain relevant in
contemporary society. During the transition from the age of
chivalry to the Renaissance, Bohemianism emerged in the
streets of Paris (Fig. 3), drawing inspiration from the loose,
colorful attire of the Gypsies of Bohemia—ater associated
with the artists and intellectuals of the Romantic Movement.
Over time, Bohemian style transformed into a full-fledged
life philosophy (Fig. 4). Influential figures such as Victor
Hugo, Balzac, Henri Murger, Puccini, Aznavour, and Queen
drew from the Bohemian spirit. Bohemians opposed rigid
fashion norms—like the corset—championing bodily freedom
and inspiring new cultural followers. In the 20th century,
designer Paul Poiret modernized Bohemian fashion by
integrating ethnic influences into couture (Boho Shop, 2021).
Today, rising consumerism, digital expression, and environmental
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Evolution and Globalization of Bohemian Fashion

SCENES OF
BOHEMIAN LIFE

Figure 1. Scenes
of Bohemian Life
(Murger, 2023)

190 C
Parisian
Origin-
‘Anti-bourgeois,
artistic, writers,
musicians, and
intellectuals
Roots in London and New
Bohemia York- progressive
(Czech political views,
Republic)- sexual liberation,
Nomadic, and . ‘
outsider status, experimentation
exotic lifestyle. in art and lifestyle.
Late 19% C
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Figure 2. Gypsy Family
(Achim, 2017)

Figure 3. Boho Style Origins
(Summer, 2016)
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Globally-
ethnic and
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Figure 4. Evolution of Bohemians

awareness have sparked the rise of Neo-Bohemianism—
21st-century Bohemians who uphold creative freedom and
nonconformity through modern tools and values (Nicholson,
2022). Modern Bohemians haress social media and online
networks to showcase artistic expression, build communities,
and transcend geographic boundaries. Central to this movement
is a commitment to slow fashion and ethical consumption:
upcycled, vintage, handcrafted, and eco- conscious items
replace mass-produced goods, reflecting the historical anti-
materialistic ethos of Bohemianism. By merging artistry with
environmental and social responsibility, Neo-Bohemians transform
traditional rebellion into a purposeful, modern lifestyle. Rooted
in artistic freedom, authenticity, and cultural exploration,
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Neo-Bohemianism carries forward the Bohemian spirit,
proving that creativity and conscience can coexist in a
globally connected world as a symbol of individuality and
cultural defiance.

Bohemian Culture and Lifestyle

Bohemian culture and lifestyle are characterized by a
free-spirited, artistic, and unconventional approach to life,
often associated with creativity, individuality, and a rejection
of societal norms. Rooted in the 19th-century European
Bohemianism, which was linked to artists, writers, and
intellectuals, was influenced by Romani nomadic traditions
and embraced poverty, simplicity, and devotion to art as a
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way of life. Bohemian lifestyle embraces minimalism, travel,
and a deep appreciation for art, music, and literature.
Bohemians value experiences over material wealth and often
seek alternative ways of living, including communal living,
sustainable practices, and self-expression through fashion,
decor, and personal beliefs. Their style is eclectic, drawing
inspiration from various cultures, vintage aesthetics, and
nature, making bohemianism a timeless and ever-evolving
way of life. In sum, Bohemian culture provides the
philosophical and artistic foundations, while the Bohemian
lifestyle represents its lived expression—historically rooted
yet continuously evolving in response to global cultural
influences.

Bohemian Culture At the heart of Bohemian culture lies
an ethos of artistic rebellion and intellectual freedom.
Originating in early 19th-century France, the movement
emerged as artists, writers, and musicians rejected bourgeois
norms in favor of liberated, unconventional lifestyles. Often
marginalized by mainstream society, they found community
in shared ideals of creativity and communal living. Heavily
influenced by the Romani people's nomadic life and colorful
traditions—symbols of freedom and defiance—Bohemians
embraced devotion to the arts as a way of living outside
conventional economic and social systems. Figures like
writer Henri Murger and artist Jean-Frangois Millet helped
popularize the Bohemian spirit, portraying poverty as a mark
of authenticity and artistic integrity.

Firstly, artistic expression was central to Bohemian life,

LA Vie LA Vie
Seogass

Morrmanzre  wan Ge.

Charles Baudelaire - His Life

Théophile Gautier

Figure 5. Charles Baudelaire- His Life
(Baudelaire, 2021)

International Joumnal of Costume and Fashion Vol. 25 No.2 2025
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(Morrison, 2012)
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where art—whether literature, visual, music, or performance
—was viewed not as a profession, but a lifestyle. Writers like
Charles Baudelaire and Murger romanticized struggling
artists in Paris (Fig. 5), with ‘the Bohemian’ becoming an
archetype of creative freedom over material gain (Murger,
1851). Art movements like Impressionism and Symbolism—
through artists like Manet, Toulouse-Lautrec, and Picasso—
aligned with this spirit, rejecting conventional aesthetics and
the growing commodification of art (Cottington, 2022).This
was a reaction against the commercialization of art and the
growing emphasis on wealth and status in the industrial age.
Secondly, Bohemians openly rejected bourgeois ideals—
wealth, social status, and family life—favoring authenticity
and beauty. They lived as social outcasts in creative urban
enclaves such as Montmartre and Soho (Fig. 6), forming
close-knit communities outside societal norms (Jeong &
Patterson, 2021). They challenged traditional values,
including marriage and career paths, and embraced freer
attitudes toward love and relationships (Cottington, 2022).
Therefore, Bohemian culture was associated with more
liberated attitudes. The philosophy of ‘la bohéme’ embodied
this lifestyle of deliberate simplicity and artistic purity
(Murger, 1851). These tight-knit communities were crucial in
developing Bohemian culture, emphasizing resource-sharing
and collaboration (Fig. 7).

Bohemian Lifestyle The Bohemian lifestyle represents
the practical manifestation of its cultural ideals, emphasizing
freedom, individuality, and creativity over material wealth or
social conformity. Central to this way of life is the concept of

ONTMARTRE

ivs oe Pierae Vio

N N -
Figure 7. Scénes de la Vie de Boheme
(Murger, 1851)
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Evolution and Globalization of Bohemian Fashion

Figure 8. Bohemian Lifestyle
(Or & Zon, 2020)

‘living for art,” where authenticity and self-expression take
precedence (Fig. 8). A defining feature is its nomadic or
alternative nature; Bohemians often reject traditional family
structures in favor of communities built with like-minded
individuals. While 19th- and 20th-century Bohemians often
lived in poverty, this was embraced as a symbol of their
commitment to creativity, artistic integrity and nonconformity.
Today, the lifestyle continues to emphasize minimalism,
sustainability, and a deep connection to nature and cultural
diversity. Core elements include simplicity, alternative living,
and cultural exploration. First, simplicity and minimalism
define the Bohemian appreciation of art, and intellectual
growth. Instead of luxury goods, Bohemians value travel,
literature, and performance. Their lives center around natural
living, strong relationships, and artistic focus (Kinsella,
2013). The Bohemian lifestyle emphasized a simple way of
living, often with a focus on natural living, where material
possessions were minimized and relationships, art, and nature
took precedence (Fig.9). Second, alternative living highlights
their preference for non-traditional housing and communal
spaces. Their communal living in artist colonies fostered
shared creativity and support. Historically, many lived with
fellow artists, creating supportive, creative environments
(Jeong & Patterson, 2021). Modern Bohemians reflect this
through eco-conscious, cooperative living aligned with
sustainability (Johnson, 2018). Many contemporary Bohemians
choose to live in eco-friendly homes, often in shared or
cooperative spaces that align with their values of community
and environmental responsibility. Third, cultural exploration

is a key trait. Bohemians have long drawn inspiration from
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ho Lifestyle
(Boho Style, 2023)

Figure 10. Distinctive Boho dresses
(G3Fashion Editors, 2021)

diverse cultures, including North Africa and India (Kotb,
2015) (Fig. 10). Today, this is seen through practices like
yoga, world music, and global aesthetics in fashion and decor
(Johnson, 2018), enriching their connection to global
traditions. This broadens their worldview and deepens their
connection to global art and traditions.

Evolution and Global Influence
of Bohemian Fashion

Evolution of Bohemian Fashion

Bohemian fashion—rooted in artistic expression, rebellion,
and cultural inclusivity—has evolved significantly since its
19th-century origins as a reflection of the artistic counter-
culture. Initially embraced by artists, intellectuals, and
writers, the style developed through distinct phases shaped
by shifting social, political, and cultural contexts. From the
loose garments of early Bohemians to the Boho-Chic wave of
the 2000s and the sustainability-driven focus of the 2020s,
Bohemian fashion has continually adapted to reflect the
values of each era. Characterized by eclectic, vintage, and
ethnic-inspired pieces, the style emphasizes individuality,
comfort, and a carefree spirit (Fig. 11). Its use of earthy tones
and natural materials creates an organic, flowing, and diverse
aesthetic (Chappell, 2018). This timeline explores key
moments in Bohemian fashion's evolution, illustrating how it
transformed into a lasting cultural and fashion phenomenon.

A summarized overview of this is presented in Table 1.
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19th Century: Origin of Bohemian culture and Aesthetic
Movement Bohemian fashion originated in the early 19th
century as part of a countercultural movement among
European artists, writers, and intellectuals who rejected
bourgeois norms in favor of artistic freedom and self-
expression. Influenced by Romani culture, early Bohemians
embraced wanderlust, creativity, and individuality (Murger,
1851). Their clothing reflected loose, flowing garments made
from natural fabrics offered freedom of movement and
symbolized a break from rigid upper-class styles (Kinsella,
2013). Ethnic-inspired prints and handcrafted details
expressed a global, inclusive aesthetic rooted in simplicity
and nonconformity (Jeong & Patterson, 2021). By the late
19th century, Bohemianism evolved into the Aesthetic
Movement—a cultural shift among intellectuals who sought
to integrate beauty and art into everyday life (Cottington,
2022). Fashion during this period emphasized layered
textures, vintage and eclectic garments, and handmade
accessories, creating a visual narrative of individuality and
resistance to industrial conformity (Johnson, 2018) (Fig. 12).
This era firmly established Bohemian fashion more than a
style—it became a lived philosophy centered on freedom,
and defiance of societal expectations.

Eady 20th Century: Rising Influence of Bohemian
Fashion In the early 20th century, Bohemian fashion moved
beyond the artistic enclaves of 19th-century Europe and
gained wider visibility. As modernism emerged, Bohemian
ideals anchored in creativity, freedom, and resistance to
conformity, influenced avant-garde artists, writers, and cultural
elites. This era marked the rise of modern Bohemianism as a

A/

Figure 12. How to dreés Bohemian Style
(Sus, 2022)

Figure 11. Art for Art's Sake
(Rau Staff, 2023)
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distinct countercultural movement. While still rooted in
artistic and intellectual defiance, Bohemianism adapted to the
rapidly shifting social and economic context, becoming a
response to mass consumerism and the growing uniformity of
fashion under industrialization (Kinsella, 2013). Relaxed,
unstructured silhouettes—flowing skirts, loose blouses, and
natural fabrics—began to enter mainstream fashion as a
subtle rebellion against Edwardian formality. These garments
emphasized individuality and comfort, challenging rigid
styles. Ethnic prints from India, Morocco, Mexico, and
Africa gained popularity, contributing to a richly eclectic
look in tunics, kaftans, and scarves (Fig. 13) (Cottington,
2022). Bohemian fashion in this period reflected a
commitment to cultural inclusivity and personal agency.
Thus, Bohemianism evolved into both a cultural philosophy
and a visual language that asserted identity and rejected

societal norms.

Late 20th Century: Counter-Culture Revival of Bohemian
Ideals In the late 20th century, Bohemian fashion evolved
into a widespread cultural phenomenon, embodying enduring
values of freedom, creativity, and authenticity (Jeong &
Patterson, 2021). This revival was driven by countercultural
movements that challenged political norms, consumerism,
and societal expectations. The Beat Generation of the 1950s
and the Hippie movement of the 1960s and *70s embraced
Bohemian ideals—rejecting materialism, valuing artistic and
spiritual freedom, and expressing individuality through
fashion (Cottington, 2022). Signature elements included
secondhand clothing, ethnic garments, handcrafted jewelry,
and DIY aesthetics. Loose silhouettes, layered textures, and

(Harper's Bazaar, 2016)
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Evolution and Globalization of Bohemian Fashion

psychedelic prints conveyed a rejection of capitalist fashion,
favoring personal expression and storytelling (Johnson,
2018). Accessories often carried emotional or artistic
significance, reflecting a preference for unique, meaningful
styles over mass-produced trends (Kotb, 2015). During this
era, Bohemian fashion became a tool for political and cultural
expression—symbols like peace signs, protest patches, and
natural materials communicated anti-establishment beliefs
(Jeong & Patterson, 2021). By the late 1970s and into the
1980s, Bohemian fashion had transcended its sub-cultural
roots to enter mainstream trend as a lasting symbol of

rebellion, self expression and alternative living.

21st Century: Contemporary Revival and Sustainable
Evolution of Bohemian Fashion The early 2000s witnessed
the rise of the Boho-Chic movement (Fig. 14y—a modern
revival of traditional Bohemian aesthetics that fused
free-spirited fashion with luxury and contemporary style
(Jeong & Patterson, 2021). Popularized by icons like Sienna
Miller, Kate Moss, and Mary-Kate Olsen, Boho-Chic brought
Bohemian fashion into the mainstream, blending artistic
expression with glamour (Johnson, 2018). Key features
included flowing maxi dresses, layered jewelry, and rustic
leather accessories, often styled with vintage pieces that
conveyed personal stories. This trend evolved into the 2010s
festival fashion, with events like Coachella promoting fringe
vests, crop tops, flower crowns, and eclectic accessories that
celebrated creativity, freedom, and nature (Hill, 2016) (Fig.
15). Festival style reflected Bohemian values through global

Figure 14. Boho Chic
(Sweet Mangolia, 2024)
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Figure 15. Coachella Looks
(Wallace, 2018)

influences and anti-mainstream sentiment, establishing Boho
as a symbol of youth individuality. By the 2020s, Bohemian
fashion had shifted toward sustainability and ethical
consumerism. The updated aesthetic emphasizes natural
fibers—organic cotton, hemp, recycled textiles and upcycled
clothing handcrafted by local artisans (Fig. 16) (Wu et al.,
2021). Minimalist, eco-conscious designs align with
Bohemian ideals of authenticity, creativity, and harmony
with nature, showing how the style continues to evolve while
staying true to its roots.

Global Influence of Bohemian Fashion

In the 21st century, Bohemian fashion has been redefined and
propelled into the mainstream by influential personalities,
designers, and digital platforms. These figures have not only
embraced Boho aesthetics but have fused them with modern
values such as sustainability, inclusivity, and global cultural
appreciation. Bohemian style now spans both high fashion
and streetwear, often manifesting in festival fashion and
eco-conscious trends. It has become more than just a visual
trend—it represents a lifestyle rooted in authenticity, freedom,
and a meaningful connection to nature and tradition. As
summarized in Table 2, the evolution of Bohemian fashion
has been shaped by celebrity endorsements, social media
influencers, sustainable advocates, and collaborations with
artisan communities. Today, the Bohemian ethos symbolizes
a continuous journey—challenging conformity, fostering

artistic and personal expression, and promoting ethical living.

Figure 16. Sustainable Bohemian
practices

(Hollie, 2024)
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Table 1. The Evolution of Bohemian Fashion and fashion characteristics across different time period.

The rise of a countercultural movement
among artists, writers, and intellectuals in

Origin (.Jf Europe, influenced by Romani culture. uncolnvlentl.onal CI.O thing,
Bohemian . ethnic-inspired prints,
h Bohemianism as a cultural movement ) -
19" Century  Culture . . vintage-inspired looks, handmade
. among artists and intellectuals who .

And Aesthetic ) . accessories and a focus on
rejected bourgeois values. The term - . .

Movement . L . . artistic expression and rebellion
Bohemian’ was linked to unconventional ’ .

against bourgeois norms.

lifestyles and creative expression.

Loose, flowing garments,

(Meyer, 2024: Boho- Aesthetic Movement)

Roots of modern bohemianism emerged as
a countercultural movement in the late 20th
century. Fashion was seen as a rebellion
against mass consumerism.

Rising Influence
of Bohemian
Fashion

Early 20"
Century

Flowing garments, ethnic prints,
layered accessories,
vintage-inspired looks.

Bohemian fashion was heavily influenced

by countercultural movements such as the ~ Secondhand and ethnic-inspired
Beat Generation and the Hippie movement,  clothing, loose-fitting silhouettes,
layered textures, and psychedelic
creativity, and rejection of materialism. This  prints. Handcrafted or vintage
accessories, carrying personal or
sentimental meaning, DIY
aesthetics for individuality and
patches to communicate anti-establishment  personal storytelling.

Counter-Culture  which embraced ideals of freedom,
Late 20" Revival of
Century Bohemian period saw fashion becoming a form of
Ideals political and cultural expression, using
symbols like peace signs and protest

beliefs.

Popularized by celebrities like Sienna Miller  Maxi dresses, layered jewelry,

Contemporary  and Kate Moss, Boho fashion mixed leather bags, ankle boots. Crop

Revival and traditional style with modern luxury. tops, fringed vests, statement
21 Century Sustainable Festivals like Coachella made it a symbol  sunglasses, flower crowns.

Evolution of of free-spirited, DIY individuality. Today, Sustainable fabrics, upcycled

Bohemian slow fashion and eco-consciousness renew  clothing, handcrafted

Fashion Boho with natural fibers, recycled materials, ~accessories, minimalist boho

and artisan craft. designs.

had %

(Malach., 72024: Coachella, 2012; Chloe F/W24 Design)

From its origins as an artistic movement to its global
influence today, Bohemianism remains a vital force of
individuality and cultural transformation. It reminds us that
fashion, at its best, is not just aesthetic but deeply expressive
and socially resonant.
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Celebrity Influence and Social Media: Bohemian Fashion
in the Cultural Spotlight In the 21st century, celebrities have
played a major role in popularizing Bohemian fashion,
transforming it into a globally visible and aspirational style.
Figures like Sienna Miller and Mary-Kate Olsen redefined
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Evolution and Globalization of Bohemian Fashion

Boho-Chic by blending its carefree spirit with modern luxury
and sophistication. Their influence helped integrate Boho
aesthetics into both high fashion and everyday strectwear.
Simultaneously, platforms like Instagram, TikTok, and
Pinterest have democratized fashion, allowing users and
influencers to shape Boho trends, making them more accessible,
personalized, and culturally resonant. The widespread
popularity of Bohemian fashion today is driven by three key
forces: celebrity icons, festival culture, and social media
influence.

Firstly, celebrity icons were pivotal in the rise of
Boho-Chic during the early 2000s. Sienna Miller’s mix of
maxi dresses, floral prints, and leather boots presented Boho
as effortlessly glamorous (Geggus, 2024). Kate Moss fused
Boho with couture, pairing eclectic prints and fringe with
luxury brands like Chanel and Dior (Thompson, 2025).
Mary-Kate and Ashley Olsen introduced a minimalist,
refined take through oversized silhouettes and earthy tones.
Their label The Row further elevated Boho fashion with a
focus on craftsmanship and timelessness (Allaire, 2024).
Through red carpets and media, these celebrities helped make
Boho-Chic both aspirational and wearable.

Secondly, festival culture in the 2010s became a vibrant
stage for Bohemian fashion. Events like Coachella and
Burning Man showcased Boho as a form of creative
self-expression. Vanessa Hudgens, often called the ‘Queen of
Coachella,” popularized a playful, nature-connected aesthetic
with flower crowns, crop tops, and fringed jackets (Javed,
2022). Festival fashion reaffirmed Boho’s identity as
youthful, spiritual, and expressive—appealing to a generation
seeking freedom and individuality over conformity and fast
fashion.

Lastly, social media and influencer culture have
propelled Boho into a digitally driven, sustainable movement.
Platforms like Instagram and TikTok enabled influencers to
promote thrifted, handmade, and upcycled looks, aligning
Boho style with eco-conscious values (Shah, 2024).
Collaborations with brands like Free People and the rise of
vintage-focused content highlighted natural fabrics, earthy
tones, and layered styling. TikTok trends and Pinterest
boards further extended Boho into lifestyle domains like
wellness and home decor (Cotton Brazil, 2024). This digital
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evolution redefined Boho as not only a fashion trend but a
socially and environmentally mindful aesthetic centered on

ethical living.

Designers and Brands: Shaping Bohemian Fashion in
the Mainstream with Sustainable Values In the 21st century,
designers and brands have played a central role in elevating
Bohemian fashion from a countercultural expression to a
globally embraced aesthetic. By incorporating flowing
silhouettes, handcrafted details, and ethnic influences into
both luxury and ready-to-wear lines, they have preserved
Boho’s core values—individuality, creativity, and freedom—
while adapting them for contemporary audiences. In the
2020s, Bohemian fashion has increasingly aligned with
sustainability and ethical practices, emphasizing natural
fabrics, fair trade, and artisanal craftsmanship. Today, Boho
style represents not only artistic self-expression but also
mindful consumerism. This section highlights the designers,
brands, and advocates redefining Boho fashion for a
conscious world.

Firstly, designers like Anna Sui and Chloé¢ have
redefined Bohemian fashion with a blend of luxury and
artistic playfulness. Anna Sui merges vintage flair with
global prints, floral motifs, paisleys, and flowing fabrics like
silk and chiffon, drawing from Eastern cultures, psychedelic
art, and European romanticism (Cartner-Morley, 2024).
Chloé offers a more refined Boho-glamour with lace blouses,
tiered skirts, and ethnic-inspired embroidery, all crafted with
sustainable materials (Criales-Unzueta, 2024). Both designers
embody Boho’s romantic spirit while embracing ethical
fashion, proving its continued relevance in high-end markets.

Secondly, accessible Boho brands like Free People and
Anthropologie promote inclusivity, individuality, and
emotional connection. Free People’s collections—featuring
crochet tops, fringe accents, and flowy silhouettes—channel
carefree, vintage-inspired charm (Retai lboss, 2024a).
Anthropologie emphasizes storytelling through fashion,
encouraging self-expression and creativity. These brands
offer inclusive sizing and affordable options, making
Bohemian fashion more accessible to diverse consumers
(Retail boss, 2024b). By blending artistic heritage with
modern trends, they democratize the Boho aesthetic and
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foster deeper personal connections with style.

Lastly, sustainability advocates and slow fashion
leaders are shaping a more ethical Boho future. Influencers
like Aditi Mayer and Marci Zaroff, along with brands such as
Spell & The Gypsy Collective, are championing eco-conscious
practices. Mayer promotes natural fibers, upcycled fashion,
and artisan-made garments that align with Boho’s earthy,
expressive ethos (Chan, 2022). Zaroff, known for coining
‘Eco-chic,” advocates fair labor, sustainable sourcing, and
cultural inclusivity (Eco fashion, 2024). Spell & The Gypsy
Collective integrates fair trade, upcycled fabrics, and artisan
partnerships into its boho-chic collections (Australia
Clothing, 2024). This conscious evolution of Bohemian
fashion bridges artistry and activism, reinforcing Boho style
as a modern expression of creativity and responsibility.

Cultural Revival and Festival Communities: Nurturing
Bohemian Heritage and Creative Expression The Bohemian
ethos celebrates cultural inclusivity, artistic expression, and
individuality—drawing from global traditions while empha-
sizing authenticity and creativity. As Boho fashion entered
the mainstream, many designers and influencers have stayed
rooted in these values by collaborating with indigenous
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artisans and promoting cultural preservation, and sustaina-
bility. Simultaneously, festivals like Coachella and Burning
Man have become dynamic spaces for expressing Bohemian
ideals, blending fashion, storytelling, and community
engagement. This section explores the evolving role of
cultural collaborations, storytelling through fashion, and
festival communities in shaping modern Boho aesthetics.

Firstly, collaborations with indigenous artisans are
central to Boho fashion’s commitment to authenticity and
ethical practice. Designers work directly with craftspeople —
preserving traditional techniques like weaving, embroidery,
beadwork, and leatherwork while ensuring fair economic
empowerment (Shah, 2025). These partnerships uphold
Bohemian values of individuality, cultural diversity, and
craftsmanship (Cernansky, 2021). Designers also draw
inspiration from global cultures, incorporating African tribal
prints, South American ikat, Eastern European embroidery,
and natural-material jewelry like turquoise and amber. This
rich visual storytelling encourages cross-cultural appreciation
and reinforces Boho fashion as a platform for artistic and
ethical expression.

Secondly, storytelling through fashion adds depth to
Bohemian design by turning garments into narrative artifacts.

Table 2. The Global influence of Bohemian Fashion in the 21st century

Category Influencer/Entity Key Confributions Bohemian Elements “

Pioneered Boho-Chic style in the
early 2000s, popularized maxi

Layered looks, vintage

Sienna Miller ) . styles, modern elegance,
dresses, fringed accessories, and . .
fringed accessories
ankle boots.
Malach, 2024
Celebrity Influence and Social (https://wwd.com/fashion-news/)
Media: Bohemian Fashion in the
Cultural Spotlight
Elevated Bohemian fashion by L .
Kate Moss blending eclectic prints with luxury Edecic prins, blending

couture pieces.

Boho with high fashion

Barsamian, 20 5
(https://www.vogue.com)
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Category Influencer/Entity Key Contributions Bohemian Elements “

Redefined Boho through their Minimalist Boho designs,

Mary-Kate and hlgh-fashloln.labgl ThelRowZ high-fashion with Boho
Ashley Olsen merging minimalist design with clements
free-spirited Boho aesthetics.
Malach, 2024
(https://wwd.com/fashion-news/)
Known for festival-inspired
) Crop tops, flower crowns,
Bohemian looks at Coachella, ) .
Vanessa Hudgens - fringed jackets, layered
emphasizing a youthful and playful .
jewelry
approach.
| 3
Zaedali, 2014
(https://khuzebazaedali.wordpress.com)
Incorporates global prints, flowing ) )
Anna Sui fabrics, and intricate details to create Glol?al prints, ﬂgwmg
L . ) fabrics, Bohemian charm
whimsical, eclectic designs.
FIV, 2018
(https://fivmagazine.com)
Desiners and Brands:Shaing Aoy brand g 1Bl o g i,
Bohemlan Faghlon n the Chloé . 9 g. ’ leather accessories, Boho
Mainstream with Sustainable featuring lace blouses and tiered
) glamour
Values skirts.
Advocates for artisan craftsmanship, ~ Artisan craftsmanship,
Aditi Mayer natural fibers, and upcycled fashion,  natural fibers, upcycled
blending sustainability with Boho. fashion

Benson, n.d.
(https:/imagine5.com)
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Slow Fashion Brands = Emphasize ethical production,
collaborating with artisans to create  materials, cultural
handmade, sustainable Boho pieces.  appreciation

(e.g., Spell & The
Gypsy Collective)
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Handmade, sustainable

Spell, 2025
(https://aus.spell.co/)

Collaborate with indigenous
communities to preserve traditional
Indigenous Artisans  crafts and promote fair trade and

Collaborations with

empowerment.

Traditional craftsmanship,
ethnic designs, cultural
appreciation

Philipkoski, 2024
(https://www.forbes.com)

Cultural Revival and Festival
Communities: Nurturing Bohemian  Global Influences

Heritage and Creative Expression
9 P handcrafted jewelry.

Designers draw inspiration from
diverse cultures, incorporating tribal ~ Tribal patterns, embroidery,
patterns, embroidery, and

global cultural influences

Gosselin, 2025
(https://magazine.luxus-plus.com/)

These festivals showcase Bohemian

Coachella and
Burning Man
Communities

fashion experimentation and blend
vintage aesthetics with
modern/futuristic elements.

Vintage aesthetics,
sustainability, creative, and
individual expression

Ho, 2025
(https://medium.com)

Designers highlight the cultural histories and meanings
behind each pattern or motif—transforming scarves, dresses,
and bags into wearable stories (Peirson-Smith & Peirson-
Smith, 2020). For example, a Peruvian-woven scarf or
Moroccan leather bag reflects not only the artistry but also
the values of its makers. This approach encourages consumers
to connect with fashion on a deeper level—appreciating
authenticity, craftsmanship, and the human stories embedded
in each item (Bohemian Soul, 2023). It aligns with Boho
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ideals of creativity, empathy, and self-expression.

Lastly, festival communities like Coachella and Burning
Man serve as modern-day hubs for Bohemian creativity and
sustainability. Coachella showcases laid-back, glam Boho
looks—flowy dresses, fringe, and flower crowns—celebrated
globally as festival fashion (Garcia-Furtado, 2025; Wave
PLM, 2024). Burning Man, in contrast, embodies the DIY
and eco-conscious spirit of Bohemianism. With its ‘leave no
trace’ philosophy, participants craft handmade outfits from
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recycled materials, blending innovation with ecological
responsibility (Ehlers, 2016). These festivals champion
individuality, collaboration, and support for small artisans
and sustainable brands (Burkersroda, 2025). Their influence
extends beyond the event space, inspiring global trends that
promote cultural appreciation, creativity, and ethical fashion.

Transformations and Continuities:
The Impact of Bohemian Fashion
in the 21st Century

With the rise of eco-conscious fashion, digital influence, and
celebrity-driven trends, it has become increasingly important
to examine how Bohemian aesthetics intersect with
contemporary cultural forces. Once rooted in countercultural
expression, Bohemian style has transformed into a global
phenomenon, embodying emotional freedom, spirituality,
and cultural hybridity (Wilson, 1998). Its anti-traditional and
inclusive character allows it to reinterpret diverse influences,
maintaining a dynamic presence in today’s fashion landscape
(Ma, 2019). This research aims to bridge the gap between
traditional Bohemian ideals and contemporary trends, offering
a new perspective on how Bohemianism continues to shape

Table 3. Coding Framework for Visual Content Analysis

lifestyle narratives in the 21Ist century. The influence of
Bohemian fashion can be understood through three primary
thematic lenses: (1) cultural and social impact of modern-day
Boho-Chic and festival fashion, (2) global cultural revitali-
zation, and shift towards sustainability, and ethical fashion,
and (3) role of designers, influencers, and continued
relevance of Bohemian fashion in 21% century. To
substantiate the study’s findings, and drawing on Creswell’s
(2013) grounded theory framework, a purposive sample of 25
fashion images, (2021-2025) was curated for systematic
examination. The initial review covered a broad corpus of
roughly 200 runway collections from major fashion weeks
(Paris, New York, Milan, and London), featured on Vogue
Runway and WWD. From this, around 120 images exhibiting
Bohemian aesthetics were shortlisted. The final 25 images
were selected based on three key criteria: 1) clear
representation of Bohemian design elements (e.g., layering,
embroidery, natural fibers), 2) incorporation of sustainability
or artisan craftsmanship, and 3) cultural or symbolic motifs
relevant to Bohemian philosophy.

Expert verification was conducted with 5 PhD-level
fashion scholars who validated image selection and theme
accuracy. They reviewed the shortlisted images and participated
in two consensus rounds to resolve discrepancies. Although

Deductive (Predefined) ~ Silhouette
forms

Garment shapes and structures reflecting relaxed or layered

Flowing maxi dresses, tiered skirts, oversized
tops

Fabric and Material

Natural, comfortable, and handcrafted textiles

cotton, linen, hemp, lace, crochet, chiffon,
woven

Color Palette

Dominant hues representing natural and earthy tones

Beige, brown, olive, muted pastels

Embellishment

Decorative craftsmanship enhancing individuality

Embroidery, fringe, beadwork, lace trims

Symbolic Motifs

Cultural or nature-inspired symbols reflecting Bohemian ideals  Floral patterns, mandalas, ethnic prints

Inductive (Emergent) Upcycled Elements

Visible reuse or reconstruction of existing garments

Patchwork pieces, reworked denim, repurposed
lace

Mixed Styling aesthetics

Fusion of eclectic, cross-cultural, or vintage-modern

Layering of prints, accessories from diverse
cultures

Natural Fibers & Eco-Aesthetic ~ Use of sustainable, plant-based, or biodegradable materials

Organic cotton, bamboo fiber, undyed fabrics
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formal statistical measures like Cohen’s kappa were not
applied, this structured discussion ensured interpretive
reliability and methodological rigor. The analysis followed a
deductive coding framework (Table 3), guided by literature-
based themes—silhouette, materials, fabrics, color palettes,
embellishments, and symbolic motifs—with inductive refinement
to capture how emergent patterns of Neo-Bohemianism—
upcycled, mixed styling, and natural fibers communicate core
Bohemian values of freedom, hybridity, and ecological
awareness.

This combined process enhanced coding transparency
and ensured that the selected images represented contem-
porary interpretations of Bohemian fashion. Findings suggest
Bohemian fashion has evolved, maintaining its core ethos of
freedom and non-conformity while embracing new aesthetic
and environmental concerns. A detailed breakdown of this

analysis follows.

Cultural and Social Influence of Modern-Day
Boho-Chic and Festival Fashion

Bohemian fashion has long symbolized artistic freedom,
countercultural resistance, and nonconformity. Originating in
19th-century France, it emerged as artists and intellectuals—
drawing inspiration from Romani dress and Eastern European
folk styles—rejected bourgeois conventions for a more
expressive lifestyle (Wilson, 1998). This ethos evolved
through the Aesthetic Movement, which favored handcrafted
clothing, relaxed silhouettes, and layered textiles as a
response to industrialized Victorian fashion (Steele, 2003).
By the mid-20th century, Bohemian fashion aligned with
1960s counterculture, embracing anti-materialism, political
resistance, and global influences (Rocamora, 2020). The
hippie movement introduced eclectic elements like tie-dye,
ponchos, ethnic patterns, fringe, and military surplus—styles
grounded in freedom and protest (Arnold, 2001)—elements
that remain central to today’s Boho aesthetic. The early
2000s witnessed the rise of Boho-Chic, a vintage-inspired yet
luxury-infused revival led by fashion icons. The use of
romantic silhouettes, oversized accessories, distressed leather,
and ethnic embroidery marked Boho’s shift from subversion
to mainstream commodification (Yeomans, 2024) and
became the visual stages for this transformation (Fig. 17),
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where Boho fashion—flowing maxis, crocheted tops, boots,
headpieces—was treated as performative art and amplified
through platforms like Instagram (Gregg, 2018). Recent
runways show Boho-Chic evolving through refined reinter-
pretation. Boteh channels 1970s femininity with artisanal,
resort-inspired prints (Howarth, 2022) (Fig. 18), while Isabel
Marant blends Parisian cool with global folkloric touches—
ruffled blouses, earthy tones, and western boots—preserving
Boho’s spirit in contemporary form (McLaughlin, 2025) (Fig.
19). These expressions underscore Bohemian fashion’s
ongoing relevance in today’s visual, globalized fashion
culture.

Figure 17. Sienna  Figure 18. Figure 19. Isabel
Miller's boho Boteh’s Boho Marant and The
trousers chic Return of Boho Chic
(Yeomans, 2024)  (Howarth, (McLaughlin, 2025)
2022)

Global Cultural Revitalization and shift towards
Sustainable and Ethical Fashion

Bohemian fashion has consistently drawn from global and
Indigenous cultures, incorporating patterns, textiles, and
embellishment techniques from regions such as India,
Morocco, South America, and Central Asia. While earlier
iterations often veered into cultural appropriation, the 21st
century has marked a shift toward cultural revitalization and
ethical collaboration (Craik, 2024). Contemporary designers
increasingly partner with artisans to preserve traditional
craftsmanship and emphasize respectful cultural representa-
tion. This shift also aligns with the broader sustainability
movement, as Bohemian fashion—grounded in natural,
handmade, and slow fashion practices—echoes current
demands for environmental and social responsibility. The
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2020s witnessed a surge in Boho-inspired collections driven
by eco-conscious values such as slow fashion. This movement
not only safeguards cultural heritage but also aligns with
Neo-Bohemian values, which represent a contemporary
reinterpretation of traditional Bohemian principles—emphasizing
artistic freedom, individuality, and anti-materialism while
integrating 21st-century priorities such as sustainability,
ethical consumption, and cultural appreciation. In fashion, it
manifests through eclectic, handcrafted, and eco-conscious
designs that honor traditional craftsmanship and promote
slow-fashion practices grounded in authenticity, and creative
expression. Key features include the use of dead stock
fabrics, botanical dyes, fair-trade sourcing, and circular
design. Stella McCartney, a leader in ethical luxury, integrates
organic cotton, regenerated nylon, and cruelty-free principles
into flowing silhouettes and earthy palettes. Her brand
reflects a Bohemian ethos reimagined for the Anthropocene
(Black, 2012). Similarly, labels like Salty Crush (Fig. 20),
Spell (Fig. 21), and Reformation (Fig. 22) embrace romantic
nostalgia while promoting low-impact manufacturing and
artisanal techniques (Alex, 2023). Runway collections from
20212025 emphasize hand-stitched embroidery, locally
sourced fabrics, and layered silhouettes—tunics, kaftans, and
tiered skirts rendered in muted, earthy tones (Maberry, 2023).
This aesthetic revival reinforces Bohemian fashion’s commit-
ment to sustainability, cultural appreciation, and visual

storytelling rooted in nature and slowness.

Figure 20. Salty Figure 21. Spell’'s Figure 22.
Crush Boho Dress Boho Dress Reformation
(Alex, 2023) (Alex, 2023) Liana Dress

(Maberry, 2023)
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Figure 23.
Chloe SS25,
Look 13
(Kamali, 2024) (Sgualdino, 2025) (Castelo Ill, 2024) (Diderich, 2022)

The Role of Designers, Influencers, and
Continued Relevance of Bohemian Fashion in
21st Century

The continued presence of Bohemian aesthetics in the
fashion mainstream owes much to designers and creative
directors who re-imagine its codes each season. Rather than
replicating past formulas, luxury fashion houses have used
Bohemian elements to build new narratives that balance
nostalgia with innovation. Chloé, particularly under the
direction of designers like Phoebe Philo, Clare Waight
Keller, and Gabriela Hearst, has maintained a soft, feminine
Bohemian spirit (Fig. 23). Elements such as lacework,
embroidery, earthy tones, and free-flowing dresses evoke a
refined yet rooted identity (Kamali, 2024). Saint Laurent—
especially under Anthony Vaccarello—has embraced a rock-
Bohemian fusion (Sgualdino, 2025), blending prairie dresses,
fringed jackets, and knee-high boots with androgynous,
glam-inflected styling (Fig. 24). In Alessandro Michele’s
collections for Valentino, Bohemianism becomes both
political and performative (Castelo III, 2024) (Fig. 25—
offering a critique of fast fashion while embracing indivi-
duality as luxury. Meanwhile, Métiers d’Art collections with
Bohemian motifs (Diderich, 2022)—ayered knits, embellished
tunics, and nomadic inspirations—though often masked under
Chanel’s structured elegance (Fig. 26).

Figure 24. Figure 25. Figure 26.
Suspended Valentino S/S25 Chanel Métiers
Moment Dress d'Art, Look 2
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Conclusion

This study traced the cultural evolution and globalization of
Bohemian fashion, from its 19th-century artistic roots to its
21st-century Boho-Chic expressions. Once a symbol of
rebellion and individuality, Bohemian fashion has continually
adapted to cultural, social, and economic change. Movements
such as the Aesthetic era, the early 2000s Boho-Chic wave,
festival fashion, and the sustainability turn illustrate its
resilience and relevance. Key figures and forces—including
artists, designers, celebrities, and social media influencers,
have shaped its trajectory, with celebrity endorsements and
digital platforms helping to mainstream the Boho aesthetics.
More recently, sustainability advocates and designer—artisan
collaborations have redefined the style through ethical and
eco-conscious practices. While these findings are significant
for understanding the historical and cultural evolution of
Bohemian fashion, they also reveal its enduring ability to
merge creativity, global influence, and ethical responsibility
—ensuring its continued relevance in the contemporary
fashion landscape.

The findings have practical implications for both
designers and consumers in understanding the continued
appeal and relevance of Bohemian fashion. Designers can
leverage Boho aesthetics to create collections that resonate
with today’s fashion-forward, environmentally-conscious
audience. Similarly, consumers, especially those interested in
sustainability, can look to Bohemian-inspired clothing as a
way to combine ethical fashion with personal expression.
The study also highlights the need for more brands to
embrace the cultural and ethical dimensions of Boho fashion,
especially when working with artisan communities. This
study contributes to the theoretical understanding of fashion
as a form of cultural expression and a tool for societal
change. It underscores how fashion movements like
Bohemianism serve as both a reflection of and reaction to
broader societal values, such as rebellion against consume-
rism, the promotion of individuality, and the current demand
for sustainable practices. Additionally, the study offers
insights into how fashion movements evolve through various
phases, influenced by both external factors (celebrities,

influencers, events) and internal transformations (cultural
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movements, shifts in consumer values).

While this study provides a comprehensive historical
and cultural overview of Bohemian fashion, it is limited by
its focus on secondary data and historical records. The
evolving nature of Bohemian fashion means that real-time
consumer preferences and emerging trends were not directly
captured in this study. Additionally, the study focuses
primarily on Western perspectives, which may limit the
scope of understanding the global influence and impact of
Bohemian fashion. Future research could expand on this
study by incorporating primary data, such as consumer surveys,
interviews with designers and influencers, or ethnographic
studies at fashion events like Coachella, to explore the
current-day practices and perceptions of Bohemian fashion.
Moreover, a more in-depth exploration of Bohemian fashion
in non-Western contexts and how it intersects with local
cultural movements would provide a more global perspective.
Additionally, research into the future of Boho fashion in the
post-pandemic world, considering the shift towards more
sustainable, digital, and hybrid fashion experiences, would be
valuable in understanding the long-term trajectory of the
style. In conclusion, Bohemian fashion remains a dynamic
and resilient force in the global fashion landscape. From its
roots in 19th-century European counterculture to its
widespread adoption as a symbol of free-spirited global style,
Bohemianism continues to inspire new generations by
harmonizing cultural memory, individual creativity, and
ethical design. Its ability to evolve while staying true to its
foundational values ensures its continued relevance in a
fashion world increasingly shaped by diversity, sustainability,

and global connectivity.

References

Arnold, R. (2001). Fashion, Desire and Anxiety: Image and
Morality in the 20th Century. Rutgers University Press.

Achim, V. (2017, May 4). The Medieval Arrival of the
Gypsies on the Territory of Romania. Brewminate: A
blend of news and ideas. https://brewminate.convthe-
medieval-arrival-of-the-gypsies-on-the-territory-of-rom
ania/

53


https://brewminate.com/the

Evolution and Globalization of Bohemian Fashion

G3Fashion Editors (2021, August 16). Distinctive Boho
dresses to look modish. G3Fashion.com. https://g3
fashion.com/blog/fashion/boho-dresses/?srsltid=AfmB
OorVmp35gzcjN_Cr7tv34gnsTvhKCXWORiIULSu3nv
MYSHI1FI3e43/

Alex (2023, September 1). Best Boho Brands: A look at the
Top Bohemian Clothing to Shop Now. Alex Cerball.
https://alexcerball.com/best-boho-brands/

Allaire, C. (2024, June 13). An Ode to Mary-Kate and
Ashley Olsen’s Boho-Chic Era. Vogue. https://www.
vogue.conyslideshow/mary-kate-and-ashley-olsen-boho
-chic-style

Australia Clothing (2024, June 2). Eco-Friendly Fashion: Kit
Willow and Spell & The Gypsy Collective. Australia
Clothing, https://www.australia-clothing.conveco-friendly-
fashion/?utm

Barsamian, E. (2015, October 1). Kate Moss Is Bringing
Boho Back. Vogue. https://www.vogue.convarticle/kate
-moss-boho-dressing-celebrity-street-style

Baudelaire, C. (2021). Charles Baudelaire: His Life (G.
Thorne, Trans). Crescent Moon Publishing.

Benson, S. (n.d.). Aditi Mayer “We stop to look at the pretty
dress, but we don’t consider the stories behind it”.
Imagine5. https://imagine5.com/interview/aditi-mayer-
we-stop-to-look-at-the-pretty-dress-but-we-dont-consid
er-the-stories-behind-it/

Black, S. (2012). The Sustainable Fashion Handbook.
Thames & Hudson.

Boho Shop (2021, February 28). Boho Style History. The
Boho Shop. https://bohoshop.com.auw/blogs/boho-style/
history

Boho Style (2023, December 12). The Boho Lifestyle, How to
Embrace it? Boho Mood. https://boho-mood.comy/
blogs/boho-style/the-boho-lifestyle-how-to-live-it

Bohemian Soul. (2023, December 21). Bohemian Soul:
Where Every Dress Tells a Story. Medium. https:/
medium.conv(@bohemiansoul.seo/bohemian-soul-where
-every-dress-tells-a-story-f7c469bd43c5

Burkersroda, L. V. (2025, April 25). The Evolution of Music
Festival Fashion Through the Decades. Festivaltopia.
https:/festivaltopia.convthe-evolution-of-music-festival
-fashion-through-the-decades/

International Joumnal of Costume and Fashion Vol. 25 No.2 2025

Cartner-Morley, J. (2024, September 26). ‘Spirit of the 70s’:
Chloé designer embodies second coming of boho. The
Gaurdian. https://www.theguardian.com/fashion/2024/
sep/26/spirit-of-the-70s-chloe-designer-embodies-second
-coming-of-boho?utm

Cambridge University Press. (n.d.). Bohemian Style. In The
Cambridge Dictionary. https://dictionary.cambridge.
org/dictionary/english/bohemian

Castello III, S. (2024, September 30). Valentino S/525:
Alessandro Michele Breaks Old House Codes to Create
New Ones. Mega. https://mega-asia.conv/fashion/valen
tino-s-s25-alessandro-michele-breaks-old-house-codes-to
-create-new-ones/

Carey, D. (2025, April 4). Unveiling the Essence of
Bohemian Style: A Journey Through Free-Spirited
Fashion and Lifestyle. Eating Healthy Plamn. https://
eatinghealthyplan.comywhat-defines-bohemian-style/

Cernansky, R. (2021, September 30). Fashion carves out
space for Indigenous artists. Vogue Business. https:/
www.voguebusiness.convsustainability/fashion-carves-
out-space-for-indigenous-artists#:~:text=Van%:20Berge
n%20is%20clear%20that,the%:20needs%200f%:20Indig
enous%20communities.%E2%80%9D

Chan, E. (2022, June 26). Activist Aditi Mayer On
Sustainable Fashion, Slow Travel And Reconnecting
With Nature. British Vogue. https://www.vogue.co.uk/
fashion/article/aditi-mayer-how-to-live-sustainably

Chappell, G. (2018). An investigation into the influence of
the avant-garde, bohemia and modernism on women’s
fashion and lifestyle, 1919-1929, with particular
reference to Eve magazine (Doctoral dissertation,
Manchester Metropolitan University). https://e-space.
mmu.ac.uk/621949/

Cotton Brazil (2024, May 8). The Green Side of TikTok: How
Sustainability Creators are Influencing Conscious
Consumerism. Cotton Brazil. https://cottonbrazil.cony
the-green-side-of-tiktok-how-sustainability-creators-are
-influencing-conscious-consumerisny/?utm

Cottington, D. (2022). Radical Art and the Formation of the
Avant-garde. Yale University Press.

Craik, J. (2024). Fashion: the key concepts. Bloomsbury
Publishing.

54


https://www.australia-clothing.com/eco
https://www.vogue.com/article/kate
https://bohoshop.com.au/blogs/boho-style/
https://boho-mood.com/blogs/
https://boho-mood.com/blogs/
https://www.vogue.co.uk/
https://e-space
https://cottonbrazil.com/

Creswell, J. W. (2013) Qualitative inquiry and research
design: Choosing among five approaches (3rd ed.).
Thousand Oaks: Sage Publications.

Criales-Unzueta, J. (2024, March 1). Did Chloé Just Bring
Back Boho-Chic? Vogue. https://www.vogue.com/arti
cle/chloe-fall-2024-trend-boho-chic-return

Cunningham, V. (1998). The Idea of Bohemia: A Historical
Perspective. Oxford University Press.

Diderich, J. (2022, December 8). Chanel Métiers d’Art 2023.
WWD. https://wwd.com/runway/pre-fall-2023/paris/chanel
-metiers-dart/review/

Eco Fashion (2024, February 27). Ecofashion Announces
Partnership with Hilary Swank. PR Newswire. https://
Wwww.prnewswire.convnews-releases/ecofashion-annou
nces-partnership-with-hilary-swank-302072080.html

Ehlers, S. (2016, August 31). Burning Man festival vs.
Coachella fashion. Fashion United. https:/fashionunited.
com/news/fashion/burning-man-festival-vs-coachella-fa
shion/2016083112714?

FIV (2018). Anna Sui: Bohemian Styles and Flower Child
Vibes. FIV Magazine. https://fivmagazine.conm/anna-sui-
focus-bohemian-styles-flower-child-vibes-runway-show/

Garcia-Furtado, L. (2025, April 10). Addressed: What to
Wear at Coachella. Vogue. https://www.vogue.con/
article/addressed-coachella-styling-tips?

Geggus, C. (2024, June 25). Sienna Miller embraces boho-
chic in a cream maxi dress. Good Housekeeping. https://
www.goodhousekeeping.com/uk/fashion/a61248287/si
enna-miller-cream-maxi-dress/

Gregg, M. (2018). Counterproductive: Time management in
the knowledge economy. Duke University Press.

Gosselin, V. (2025, April 11). Spring-Summer 2025: all
about boho chic! Luxus Magazine. https://magazine.
luxus-plus.com/en/spring-summer-2025-all-about-boho
-chic/

Harper’s Bazaar Staff (2016, June 29). 17 Reasons You Know
Your Style Is Boho Chic. Harper’s Bazaar. https:/
www.harpersbazaar.conv/fashion/trends/al641/21-reaso
ns-you-have-bohemian-style/

Hill, W. (2016). Hipster Aesthetics: Creatives with no
alternative. Electronic Melbourne Art Journal, (9),

1-19. https://www.proquest.convscholarly-journals/hips

International Joumnal of Costume and Fashion Vol. 25 No.2 2025

Anshika Shukla - Hyewon Park

ter-aesthetics-creatives-with-no-alternative/docview/18
33039945/se-2

Ho, J. (2025, March 17). How To Dress Your Best (or Not)
for Your First Burn (Burning Man). Medium. https://
medium.com/globetrotters/first-timer-burning-man-style
-tips-8505200489d6

Howarth, A. (2022, July 26). The history of Boho chic and
why it's back for 2022. Harpers Bazaar. https://www.
harpersbazaar.com/uk/fashion/shows/a40663160/boho-
fashion-trend/

Hollie (2024, April 13). Sustainable Style and Ethical
Threads: Dressing Well with Darn Good Yarn. Quirky
Bohemian Mama. https://www.quirkybohemianmama.
com/2024/04/sustainable-style-and-ethical-threads.html

Javed, S. (2022, April 17). Fans hail the return of ‘Queen of
Coachella’ Vanessa Hudgens. Independent. https://www.
independent.co.uk/life-style/fashion/vanessa-hudgens-
coachella-queen-fashion-b2059752.html

Jaculewicz, D. (2025, March 12). Chanel Goes Boho With
Massive Pearls and Ruffled, Sheer Dresses for Fall/
Winter 2025. Lofficiel USA. https://www.lofficielusa.
comy/fashion-week/chanel-fall-winter-2025-collection

Jeong, H. & Patterson, M. (2021). Starchitects in Bohemia:
An Exploration of Cultural Cities from the “Top-
Down” and “Bottom-Up”. Urban Affairs Review, 57(6),
1656-1696. https://doi.org/10.1177/1078087420934047

Johnson, K. (2018). Bohemian Fashion: The Rebirth of the
Cultural Movement. Fashion Press.

Kamali, C. (2024, September 26). CHLOE SUMMER 2025.
Chloe. https://www.chloe.com/gr/chloe/women/fashion
show/chloe summer2025_section

Kendall, E. (2025, July 9). Bohemianism artistic subculture.
Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/topic/bohemia
nism

Kinsella, S. (2013). Bohemianism and its Influence on
Modern Art and Fashion. Artbooks Publishing.

Kotb, R. M. (2015). Boho-chic style utilizing for fashionable
apparel design. American Journal of Life Sciences, 3(3),
223-229. https://doi.org/10.11648/j.2jls.20150303.24

Ma, X. (2019, April). Research on the Bohemian Style
Clothing. In 3rd International Conference on Culture,

Education and Economic Development of Modern

55


https://www.vogue.com/article/
https://www.vogue.com/article/
https://wwd.com/runway/pre-fall-2023/paris/chanel
https://fashionunited
https://fivmagazine.com/anna-sui
https://www.vogue.com/article/
https://www.vogue.com/article/
https://www
https://www.quirkybohemianmama.com/
https://www.quirkybohemianmama.com/
https://www
https://www.lofficielusa
https://www.chloe.com/gr/chloe/women/fashion
https://www.britannica.com/topic/bohe

Evolution and Globalization of Bohemian Fashion

Society (ICCESE 2019). 276-278. Atlantis Press.
https://doi.org/10.2991/iccese-19.2019.63

Maberry, S. (2023, August 15). 24 Reformation Summer Sale
Finds Worth Shopping Right This Second. Harpers
Bazzar. https://www.harpersbazaar.comy/fashion/trends/
244817862/reformation-summer-sale-2023/

Malach, H. (2024, November 25). Boho-Chic Style Through
the Years: Cher, Kate Moss, Sienna Miller and More
From the 1800s to 2024. WWD. https://wwd.con/
fashion-news/fashion-features/gallery/boho-chic-style-p
hotos-1236719903/summer-la-bohemienne-1868-artist-
renoir-pierre-auguste-1841-1919/

Mclaughlin, E. (2025, February 9). Isabel Marant and The
Return of Boho Chic. House of Solo. https://www.
houseofsolo.com/isabel-marant-and-the-return-of-boho-
chic/

Meyer, M. (2024, October 23). Bohemian Fashion Style —
From Origins to Boho-Chic Aesthetics. The Vou.
https://thevou.convblog/bohemian-fashion-style/

Morrison, L. (2012, September 20). Paris's Bohemian
Culture. The wall street journal. https://www.wsj.
comvarticles/SB10000872396390443995604578000113
229120852

Murger, H. (1851). Scénes de la Vie de Bohéme. Lacroix,
Verboeckhoven & Cie.

Murger, H. (2023). Scenes of Bohemian life (R. Holton,
Trans.). Anthem Press.

Nicholson, C. (2022, May 17). What Does It Mean To Be
Neo-Boheme. Incandescere. https://www.incandescere.
com/post/what-does-it-mean-to-be-neo-boheme

Or & Zon (2020, September 25). What is a Bohemian
Lifestyle. Or & Zon. https://orezon.co/blogs/bedroom-
decor/bohemian-lifestyle

Oxford University Press. (n.d.). Bohemian Style. In The
Oxford English Dictionary. https://www.oxfordlearners
dictionaries.convdefinition/american_english/bohemian?
g=bohemian

Philpkoski, K. (2024, September 19). Meet The Indie
Designers Elevating Bohemian Style And Keeping It
Chic. Forbes. https://www.forbes.convsites/kristenphili
pkoski/2024/09/19/meet-the-indie-designers-elevating-
bohemian-style-and-keeping-it-chic/

International Joumnal of Costume and Fashion Vol. 25 No.2 2025

Peirson-Smith, A. & Peirson-Smith, B. (2020). Fashion
archive fervour: the critical role of fashion archives in
preserving, curating, and narrating fashion. Archives
and Records, 41(3), 274-298. https://doi.org/10.1080/
23257962.2020.1813556_

Rau Staff (2023, March 2). Art for Art’s Sake: Your Guide to
the Aesthetic Movement. M.S. Rau Antiques. https:/
rauantiques.com/blogs/canvases-carats-and-curiosities/
art-for-art-s-sake-your-guide-to-the-aesthetic-movement

Retail Boss (2024a, April 7). 6 Boho Fashion Brands Like
Free People. Retail Boss. https:/retailboss.co/top-boho-
brands-like-free-people/?utm

Retail Boss (2024b, April 8). 6 Boho Fashion Brands Like
Free People. Retail Boss. https://retailboss.medium.
conv6-boho-fashion-brands-like-free-people-91be7569
a2l7

Rocamora, A. (2020). Personal Fashion Blogs: Screens and
mirrors in digital self-portraits. In Fashion Theory (pp.
692-706). Routledge.

Rosie (2025, April 30). Bohemian & Hippie Influences: 70s
Boho Fashion. Vintage Lifestyle. https://vintagelifestyle.
convbohemian-hippie-influences-70s-boho-fashion/

Saikrishnaa, D. (2022). Complete Guide to Bohemian Style
& Fashion. /I4D. https://www.iiad.edu.in/the-circle/all-
you-wanted-to-know-about-bohemian-style/

Sgualdino, L. (2025, June 25). A suspended Moment. Muse.
https://musemagazine.it/articles/saint-laurent-men-sum
mer-26-en/#:~:text=Trench%20coats%:20feature%620sq
uared”%a20cuts,Island%a20in%20the%620'80s.%E2%80%
ID&text=Yves¥a20Saint%20Laurent%20never¥a20wen
t,0f%20beginning%:20to%20create%20again. &text=All
%20images%a20courtesy%s200f%:20Saint%s20Laurent.

Shah, D. (2024, November). The Impact of Social Media on
Fashion Trends: Instagram vs. TikTok. Fibre 2 Fashion.
https://www.fibre2fashion.com/industry-article/10214/t
he-impact-of-social-media-on-fashion-trends-instagram
-vs-tiktok

Shah, D. (2025, June). Fusion Fashion: The Blending of
Eastern and Western Styles in Contemporary Apparel.
Fibre 2 Fashion. https://www.fibre2fashion.convindu
stry-article/10470/fusion-fashion-the-blending-of-easter
n-and-western-styles-in-contemporary-apparel

56


https://www.harpersbazaar.com/fashion/trends/
https://wwd
https://www
https://www.wsj
https://www.incandescere
https://orezon.co/blogs/bedroom-decor/
https://orezon.co/blogs/bedroom-decor/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/kristenphili
https://doi.org/10
https://retailboss.co/top-boho
https://vintagelifestyle
https://www.iiad.edu.in/the-circle/all

Spell (2025, August 7). Unbridled One Piece Blaze. Spell.
https://aus.spell.co/products/unbridled-one-piece-blaze

Steele, V. (2003). Fashion, Italian Style. Yale University
Press

Sus, V. (2022, December 19). How to Dress Bohemian Style?
The Ultimate Guide of 2023. White Victoria. https://
www.whitevictoria.com/blog/how-to-dress-bohemian-
style-the-ultimate-guide-of-2023.html

Summer, J. (2016, February 23). A brief introduction about
bohemianism and its influence on popular fashion.
Wordpress. https://youthcultureandmedia2016.wordpress.
conv'2016/02/23/a-brief-introduction-on-bohemianism-
and-its-influence-on-popular-fashion/

Sweet Mangolia (2024, June 3). Guide to Boho Style:
Dresses, Braids, and More for a Chic Look. Sweet
Mangolia. https://sweetmagnoliaa.conyguide-to-boho-style-
dresses-braids-and-more-for-a-chic-look/

Tappan, L. (2025, June 11). Cult-Favorite Boho Brands That
Nail the Early-Aughts Revival. Marie Claire. https://
www.marieclaire.conyfashion/best-boho-brands-early-a
ughts-comeback/

Thompson, H. (2025, June 6). Kate Moss celebrates boho
and Brit rock with her second Zara collection. Harpers
Bazaar. https://www.harpersbazaar.com/uk/fashion/shop
ping/a64977602/kate-moss-second-zara-collection/

Thredit (2025, February 24). 8 Top Boho Clothing Brands for
Any Style. Thred up. https://www.thredup.com/bg/p/
boho-clothing-brands#:~:text=1.,Free%20People&text=
%E2%80%8DFree%20People%620is%a20our,the%s20per
fect%20everyday%a20bohemian%a20look.

Trilling, L. (2008). The Bohemian Ideal: Origins and
Evolution. New York Review of Books.

International Joumnal of Costume and Fashion Vol. 25 No.2 2025

Anshika Shukla - Hyewon Park

Tredwell, E. (2017). Bohemianism: Fashion, Culture, and
Revolution. Oxford Fashion Press.

Wave PLM (2024, April 22). Coachella 2024 Fashion —
Where Boho meets Futuristic Fun! Wave PLM. https:/
blog.waveplm.com/trend-report-coachella-fashion-2024
-where-boho-meets-futuristic-fun/?utm

Varley, P., & Barry, K. (2025). The bohemian imaginary in
the society of the spectacle. Annals of Tourism
Research, 112, 103938. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.annals.
2025.103938

Wallace, F. (2018, April 23). What your favourite celebrities
wore to Coachella 2018. Vogue. https://www.vogue.
com.aw/fashion/street-style/what-your-favourite-celebrit
ies-wore-to-coachella-2018/image-gallery/3202ed7a25
78917905dbe94cab793c92

Wilson, E. (1998). Bohemian dress and the heroism of
everyday life. Fashion Theory, 2(3), 225-244. https:/
doi.org/10.2752/136270498779476226

Wu, J., Zheng, H., Wang, T., & Clark, T. N. (2021).
Bohemian cultural scenes and creative development of
Chinese cities: an analysis of 65 cities using cultural
amenity data. Sustainability, 13(9), 5260. https:/doi.
org/10.3390/su13095260

Yeomans, A. (2024, June 30). We're still dreaming of Sienna
Miller's kooky boho trousers at Glastonbury - they're
perfect for warm but overcast days. Woman & Home.
https://www.womanandhome.com/fashion/fashion-new
s/sienna-miller-boho-glastonbury-trousers/

Zaedali, K. (2014, September 11). Fashion Inspo — Vanessa
Hudgens (Boho-Chic). Wordpress. https:/khuzebazaedali.
wordpress.com/2014/09/11/fashion-inspiration-of-the-
week-vanessa-hudgens-boho-chic-5/

57


http://www.whitevictoria.com/blog/how-to-dress-bohemian
https://youthcultureandmedia2016.wordpress
https://sweetmagnoliaa.com/guide-to-boho-style
https://www.harpersbazaar.com/uk/fashion/shop
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.annals
https://www.vogue
https://doi.org/
https://doi.org/
https://khuzebazaedali

	From Bohemia to Boho-Chic: The Cultural Evolution and Globalization of Bohemian Fashion
	Abstract
	Introduction
	Bohemian Way: Culture and Lifestyle
	Evolution and Global Influence of Bohemian Fashion
	Transformations and Continuities: The Impact of Bohemian Fashion in the 21st Century
	Conclusion
	References


